
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 13 February 2020] 

 p484b-492a 
Hon Pierre Yang; Hon Dr Steve Thomas; Hon Tim Clifford; Hon Samantha Rowe; Hon Laurie Graham; Hon 

Kyle McGinn; Hon Matthew Swinbourn 

 [1] 

BUSHFIRES 
Motion 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [11.25 am] — without notice: I move — 

That the Legislative Council notes the unprecedented bushfires across Australia and their devastating 
effects on many Australians, and expresses its appreciation to WA’s career and volunteer firefighters and 
other emergency personnel who are involved for their contribution and effort. 

When I saw the non-government business motion yesterday from Hon Colin de Grussa, I was genuinely and 
pleasantly surprised, because this is a very important issue and I am glad that Hon Colin de Grussa and I share the 
view that we need to acknowledge the important work done by our career and volunteer emergency personnel. 
I also acknowledge the impact of the unprecedented bushfires on many Australian lives. 

Over the last few months, we witnessed the largest bushfires in Australian history. From November 2019, we saw 
more and more news about the bushfires over east, and in the lead-up to the Christmas and new year period, things 
were getting worse by the day. As we have seen, many cities and towns in New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, 
the ACT and South Australia were devastated. As we heard from previous members during the non-government 
business motion, it is estimated—in a different measurement—that at least 170 000 square kilometres of land was 
burnt, close to 3 000 homes were destroyed and at least 34 people lost their lives during this period, some of whom 
were emergency personnel and firefighters. 

I make special mention of the three US firefighters, Captain Ian McBeth, First Officer Paul Clyde Hudson and 
Flight Engineer Rick A. DeMorgan Jr, who were in Australia rendering their assistance and who, unfortunately, 
lost their lives during a plane crash. 

Who could forget the image of Harvey Keaton, the 19-month-old son of volunteer firefighter Geoffrey Keaton, 
receiving his late father’s posthumous commendation for bravery, with a dummy in his mouth. I felt a tremendous 
amount of grief when I saw that image. Little Harvey might not appreciate what it means to lose his father, but 
I am sure that when he grows up, he will be very proud of what his father has done for Australia and Australians. 
Little Harvey lost his dad. His family lost a husband, son and brother. Australia lost a great man. 
Firefighters and other emergency personnel have made a tremendous contribution to our nation. As we have heard, 
many of them volunteered for months, leaving their own work or businesses to support other Australians. If I may, 
I want to add my thanks to them all for their contribution.  
This bushfire has cost the Australian economy enormously. One estimate is that it will cost more than the 2009 
Black Saturday bushfire, which was estimated at $4.4 billion. Many local businesses were devastated, as we have 
seen. Hospitality industries and many other industries are going through a very tough time. We have lost also 
a great deal of biodiversity. It is estimated that one billion animals were killed during the bushfires and it is feared 
that many endangered species have been driven to extinction by the bushfires. There have been many bushfires in 
Western Australia, including the bushfires in the state’s south east in and around Esperance, which saw the closure 
of Eyre Highway for 12 days—the only sealed road between South Australia and Western Australia. We also saw 
bushfires in the Stirling Range and recently in Katanning, where 200 homes were saved by firefighters and other 
emergency personnel. 
I was going to travel through the south west, so I was following the news every day in the lead-up to mid-January. 
I knew that because of these emergencies, firefighters and other emergency personnel were under the pump and 
there was great demand for their assistance and service. Not only have Western Australians done a tremendous job 
attending those emergencies, but also many people went to the east coast to help with the emergencies there. On 
3 January 2020, 25 volunteer and career firefighters left Western Australia to go to Albury in New South Wales to 
relieve another group of exhausted firefighters who had been on the job for days. 
I am very pleased that I made a very small contribution as a member of the Gosnells State Emergency Services 
unit by providing transport assistance from the WA Fire and Emergency Services Academy to the airport. As 
I said, it was a very, very tiny contribution, but I am glad I made it. However, that is not comparable to the 
contribution made by Hon Martin Aldridge. I want to make special mention of him. People know that he was 
a career firefighter and, since leaving the service, he has been a volunteer bush fire fighter. People know that he is 
with the Gingin Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade. During the parliamentary break, he attended a number of fires in 
local areas, including the Yanchep fire, and travelled to Perth on at least two occasions—if I have that information 
correct. I acknowledge also Hon Rick Mazza, who has recently joined the Harvey Hills Volunteer Bush Fire 
Brigade. People have said that there are 26 000 volunteer firefighters, but there are actually 26 001 firefighters in 
the state. Soon Hon Darren West will join a brigade, so there will be 26 002 volunteers in this state! 
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As we heard from the Minister for Environment during his contribution, a total of 100 career and volunteer 
firefighters went across the nation to provide other assistance to our brothers and sisters on the east coast, totalling 
21 groups. I want to thank them all for their contribution towards and assistance in the safety and wellbeing of 
Australia and Australians. I thank also the loved ones and families of those people who let their brothers and sisters 
go to the east to help with the bushfires over there. 
I want to add my appreciation to the Australian Defence Force. The federal government issued a call-out—not 
a call-in this time—to a number of Australian Army reservists from certain brigades and units. Within a week, 
2 400 Army reservists responded to the call-out. A tremendous contribution was made by Army reservists who, 
although they had a day job, wanted to help fellow Australians in their time of need. To date, there are still 
1 400 Army reservists involved in Operation Bushfire Assist 2019–2020. Let us not forget it is five weeks since 
the initial call-out. A sustained contribution is being made by Army reservists. When there is a national emergency, 
we can always rely on the Australian Defence Force, both full-time and reserve elements. I want to give a shout-out 
to the Australian Army Reserve. When I was doing my officer training, I was taught that the Australian Army is 
the best small army in the world and the Army Reserve is part of that one-Army construct. We learnt that the 
Australian Army Reserve, known as the Citizens Military Force back in the day, fought in the Kokoda Track 
campaign. They had little prior military training and fought against a well-experienced Japanese Imperial Army 
that had swept through north-east and South-East Asia and was yet to be defeated in any campaign. The CMF was 
exemplary in discharging its duties, and the Australian Army Reserve is also exceptional at carrying out its duties. 
Australian firefighters are among the best in the world. A good friend of mine from our Army days is now a career 
firefighter in WA. Australia is the sixth-largest country, after Russia, Canada, China, the USA and Brazil, at 
7.69 million square kilometres. Our population is relatively small, ranking fifty-fifth among all nations. That means 
that we are unable to have a career fire station in every single town across the nation. However, it means that, as 
a nation, we rely on volunteer firefighters and other emergency personnel to work hand in hand with our career 
firefighters and other career emergency personnel. The importance of volunteers to Australia and Western Australia 
will never diminish. 
Can I also quickly acknowledge those who have been recently acknowledged and awarded at the Australia Day 
ceremonies, including DFES superintendent Mark Bowen; Mr Richard Lawrey from the Mundaring Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Service; Dr Neil Burrows, formerly of the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions, 
who received the Australian Fire Service Medal; and Mr Ronald McPherson from the Swan State Emergency 
Service, who received an Emergency Service Medal. I acknowledge also Mr James Clarke from the Jurien Bay 
Volunteer Marine Rescue Group, Mrs Pamela Hamence from the Bridgetown Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade, 
Mr Richard Kidd from the Julimar Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade, Mr Graeme Robertson from the Shire of Kulin 
Bushfire Brigades and Ms Christine Thompson from the West Murray Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade, who received 
a Medal of the Order of Australia for their service. Although they have been previously acknowledged by other 
speakers, I want to add my congratulations to them and thank them for their contribution. 
I want to acknowledge also the fundraising effort made by Australians in the aftermath of the peak of the bushfires. 
I want to acknowledge those people who were generous and kind in their willingness to help other Australians who 
were in difficulties. Who could forget the hay bale run that Western Australians organised. A dozen trucks carried 
hay, food, nappies and other essentials from Western Australia to New South Wales. That was a demonstration of 
how we in the west care about people on the other side of the nation. 
I also want to acknowledge a number of multicultural community organisations for their fundraising efforts in 
raising funds for the victims of bushfires, such as the Chung Wah Association, the national Jewish communal 
bushfire appeal, the Australian Arab Association fundraising event, the Hellenic Community of Western Australia 
fire appeal and many more. It is great to see people chipping in and helping out. The bushfires across Australia 
during the last couple of months were unprecedented. We acknowledge the victims of the bushfires and recognise 
the heroism of our firefighters and the contributions made by all emergency personnel and the Australian Defence 
Force. We thank them for their sacrifice and contribution. 
HON DR STEVE THOMAS (South West) [11.40 am]: I thank Hon Pierre Yang. Once again, we are back to his 
very sound private members’ business motions. I take this opportunity on behalf of the opposition to also add my 
thanks and congratulations to the bush fire fighters, both paid and volunteer, across this state, including those who 
travelled east, and of course those in the eastern states. They do a magnificent job and the community could not 
survive without them. I am very pleased to add my voice of congratulations to those who have been mentioned 
this morning over two debates. 
The one word that I guess I have a question mark about in the motion by Hon Pierre Yang is “unprecedented”. It 
is a bit like the word “champion”; it tends to get thrown around with a bit of abandon. I was not going to go into this 
in much detail until Hon Rick Mazza made a contribution this morning about some history and was derided for it, 
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I thought most unfairly. I will just respond to a couple of bits of that. At the outset, I have said in this chamber on 
a number of occasions that my view is that climate change is real, it exists, and the anthropogenic contribution is 
significant. That means that action should be taken. I like the fact that all levels of government, state and federal, are 
making a contribution to it. We can take some great comfort from that process. But that does not mean that we should 
necessarily write off the history. As with most debates, it is the two extremes of the debate that mean we get to a point 
at which we cannot have a sensible conversation. That exists in particular with climate change and bushfires as they 
relate to climate change. Although in my view climate change denial is anathema to sensible debate on bushfire 
management, the concept that it is entirely and utterly due to climate change is equally foolish. I have been trying 
to drag this debate back to the middle of the conversation for some time. I will take a couple of minutes to reflect 
on the comments of Hon Rick Mazza and in particular some of the most foolish comments that came afterwards. 
I would like to refer to a 2008 thesis study entitled “Respiratory Health Effects of Occupational Exposure to Bushfire 
Smoke in Western Australia” by Johanna De Vos. The federal government announced several million dollars of 
research money to study this exact thing, and if we sent it a copy of this document, it would probably save those 
millions and be able to put those funds into something else. Let us look at this, because when Hon Rick Mazza 
suggested that in the past bushfires have been significant, I thought I heard somebody in this debate—I think it 
was Hon Darren West—suggest that they were only a day fire. I am sure I heard that comment. 
Hon Darren West: I said that they were named after a day. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: You said they were a day fire. Let us look. Hon Rick Mazza mentioned a couple, 
including one in 1851. It was a 500-million-hectare fire, with 12 deaths. In 1898, there was one with 12 deaths. 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan interjected. 
Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: I do not have time for that, minister. 
In 1926, which was a significant year in Victoria, there were 61 deaths. Also, in 1938–39, a fire started in 
New South Wales became a 72 kilometre fire front in Canberra. That did not go over one day, just quietly. In 1939, 
fires in Victoria burnt from December 1938 to January 1939. Does that sound familiar? Wow! There were 71 deaths 
in that fire, with 1 300 buildings lost. In 1898, more than 2 000 buildings were lost. In 1944, a million hectares were 
burnt, with 32 deaths. I am happy to table the list, if members are interested. It is a pretty good list. A suggestion 
that this has never happened before — 
Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Members, Hon Dr Steve Thomas has the call and he does not require interjection. 

Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Thank you, Mr Deputy President. The idea that these things have not occurred and 
that they were significantly different in the past is not true. There is an issue, in my view, when climate impacts 
on fire management. That is seen nowhere better than in Western Australia, where a shortened rain season means 
that we have reduced total rainfall, which means that we have a shortened controlled burn season, as acknowledged 
by the Minister for Environment in his contribution this morning. It also means that during the danger season, on 
average our soils and the vegetation that sits on it is drier and more flammable. It certainly has an impact and an 
effect, and it impacts on our capacity to achieve our targets for the controlled burns that we need to do. When we 
talk to bush fire fighters on the ground, they continually say that the best defence we have at this point is to make 
sure that controlled burns are done in a way that protects the community. I want to come back to that because 
I think that is critical. To suggest that controlled burns are not important at this stage is an absolute nonsense, and 
hopefully nobody in the sensible part of this debate is suggesting that. Controlled burns are critical; I agree. 
I appreciate the contribution of Hon Martin Aldridge, who suggested that a target of 200 000 hectares on its own is 
not the best measure of whether the controlled burn program is successful, and I agree with that. I believe that a series 
of mosaic burns that are more targeted—probably to the point of 200 000 hectares or beyond—is necessary. But 
we need to make sure that we are not simply burning large areas because it is convenient, particularly in national 
parks, and not taking on those small burns that are required to protect communities. That is a critical thing. 
A proper program of mosaic burning with a target is essential, and we do that. Unfortunately, it will cost money, 
so it will require a major investment.  
There has been another significant change, in my view, in fire management. Many of us of an age can remember 
that when people retired or built some wealth, they retired to the coast. We had this thing called a “sea change”. 
For the last 20 years, we have had this thing called a “tree change”. In tree changes, we see large numbers of people 
moving to inland areas amongst the forests. Donnybrook is a prime example of that. Large farms have disappeared 
and hobby farms are in their place. I do not deride that—I am one—but it makes an impact. There are hundreds of 
thousands more buildings across Australia — 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan: It’s not just tree changers, members; it is also young families that are making the decision. 
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Hon Dr STEVE THOMAS: Some are, but let us call that development in very high risk areas. It is the hidden 
risk factor in bushfire management. There are a lot more houses amongst the forests, in the trees, and we have 
developed a process. If members are old enough, they remember that when someone built a house somewhere, the 
first thing they did was make sure they cleared enough land around it to be as fire secure as they could. Over 
a generation, that has shifted, so we now spend a huge amount of time looking at people who want trees right up 
to the edge of their house, and in some cases, through the house. That fire risk is immense. That, with the increased 
number of houses in high-risk areas, is one of the reasons that bushfires will get significantly worse over time. 
This is why the motion moved by Hon Pierre Yang is so poignant today. There will come a point with a lot of 
those places at which it will no longer be safe to send firefighters in, be they volunteer or professional career 
firefighters. We are getting to a point whereby we are starting to see development that is unsafe to defend. When 
we start to look at that process, we will have to look at the planning and environmental processes, and allow people 
to clear land to make sure that they are safe. My view is that future fire management will concentrate highly on 
individual preparation. Again, that is something the minister mentioned in his contribution to the earlier debate. It 
is an acknowledgement that, over time, personal preparation will be equally as important as the capacity for us to 
defend communities. We will come to the point at which personal preparation will have to take a much higher 
priority, because we cannot tell people that wherever in the world they want to build, we will come and rescue 
them in a fire truck when a fire comes along. My belief is those days are gone; we can no longer risk putting those 
firefighters in those positions and we have to take a serious look at the situations we send them to. 
In the very brief time I have had available, Mr Deputy President, I agree—as I think we all do—that those volunteer 
and career firefighters who put their lives on the line deserve the congratulations included in the motion. We are 
all immensely supportive of the work that they do. When it comes to paid firefighters, I think that we should first 
look at removing the impediments so that it is ideally cost free to be involved, and then maybe we can look at 
compensation after that. The first thing to do would be to remove the costs involved for every firefighter to volunteer. 
It would be great to remove that cost first as a priority. 
HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [11.50 am]: On behalf the Greens, I rise to support Hon Pierre Yang’s 
motion. That is no surprise because we have spoken a lot in this chamber about bushfires and the reforms that have 
been put forward, and a lot of positivity has come out of that. In recent times I have been a bit concerned with 
what has been going on across the country with the recent bushfires. Hon Darren West pointed out very clearly 
how we are in a new normal. We have experienced devastating bushfires from September to February. This is 
outside the normal scope of when bushfires occur, and they have been of a greater intensity than usual. It really 
concerns me that a lot of people around the world have seen how media commentators and politicians have been 
acting, and I wonder how we got to a time when we have abandoned science. It is very concerning to me that we 
are listening more to radio shock jocks and people on Sky News who throw out misinformation to try to muddled 
the debate. I have been trying to dig down to the bottom of this issue to get to some of the facts, because, at the 
end of the day, it affects us—the people, communities in regional areas and everyone globally. It occurred to me 
that the world has been watching our response to and how we prepared for these bushfires and listening to some 
of the rhetoric that has come out of Australia, and people are very concerned about how polarising the debate on 
the bushfires and other climate events across the world have become. 
I spoke to the California Environmental Protection Agency, because it has a similar issue going on in California. It 
has a drying climate and went through its own recent bushfires—not of the same scale as us, but people, infrastructure 
and the environment were affected. The agency is pulling out all stops to try to prevent the worst from happening 
in its state. The thing that was hammered home to me is that California is looking forward, listening to experts in 
the field on what is going on and introducing policies to that effect. California is looking at reducing emissions 
and ways to make sure that it can protect infrastructure and people. 
It is about enhancing mitigation of the effects of climate change and looking at how our emergency services 
respond to these events. A mate of mine is a full-time firey. He went over to New South Wales. I have been reflecting 
on some of the points that I have heard about the intensity and scale of the fires and how there was very little 
people could have done to protect some of these communities. Regardless of mitigation, the intensity of the fires 
was so great and they moved so quickly that it put a lot of things into perspective for a lot of people. It is very hard 
for us to imagine the scale of these fires when we just look at numbers, but we saw the devastation, people being 
evacuated from the coast and the smoke hitting New Zealand. It is terrifying. I think we need to listen to our fire 
services, experts, scientists, and the fire chiefs who banded together to call on our government for more action. 
We also need to listen to the community. On the weekend, I went to a bushfire blues and roots fundraiser that 
really put a lot of things into perspective for me, because I saw that regardless of where people are in Australia, 
they are taking action at ground level in support of communities and wildlife devastated by the impacts of these 
bushfires. More recently, I was looking back at some of the notes from the event and I was taken by the number 
of events listed online from all over the country. The community response is something that I would like to 
acknowledge today, because these people not only volunteer in our fire services, but also donate their money and 
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give up their time to look after the animals and so forth. I would like to acknowledge the band Division 45, which 
pulled together the event on Saturday night and managed to raise funds for some of the wildlife. I would also like 
to acknowledge people Australia-wide for the work they are doing outside their own work hours. 
The lesson to take from the bushfires is that the community responds when there is a gap in policy and so forth, 
and the people who were directly affected by these fires, whether it is the communities on the front line, members 
of the fire services or volunteers, are talking about this and acknowledging where we are in relation to this new 
normal, and I think we really need to listen to them. At the end of the day, we are doing all these people a disservice 
if we do not listen to them and the science and act. I am hoping there is a change in sentiment. That is why I listened 
closely to Hon Colin de Grussa and acknowledge the motion he also moved. I am happy that we are at a point at 
which we can reach across the chamber and talk about these issues. I look forward to working with everyone going 
forward and I thank everyone who was involved in fighting these fires and ensuring communities were protected. 
Thank you. 
HON SAMANTHA ROWE (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [11.57 am]: I am really pleased 
to stand this morning to contribute to the motion moved by my colleague Hon Pierre Yang and of course the 
motion moved earlier by Hon Colin de Grussa. They are really important motions and I think it is really great that 
we have been able to have a fairly respectful debate this Thursday morning. I would like to put on the record my 
sincere thanks to the firefighters, volunteers and emergency services personnel who make a tremendous effort to 
protect our communities. It is such a selfless act; every day they risk their own lives to save ours. I want to share with 
the house a really lovely tribute. It is a poem written by two 11-year-old girls in Sydney for the New South Wales 
firefighters and volunteers. I think it is a lovely way to show some respect. The poem is entitled Real Heroes Don’t 
Wear Capes, and reads — 

It’s Christmas in Australia and we’re ready for the heat. 
It’s backyard cricket and swimming pools and it really can’t be beat. 
But this year feels a bit different. I’m only 11 yet I know, 
Our country is on fire and this drought? It just won’t go. 
There’s smoke and ash and burning leaves that cover our Aussie sky. 
Our wildlife, bush and property, incinerating before our eyes. 
Our farmers are losing their cattle, our country businesses going broke. 
Yet our Aussie spirit of helping another, has not gone up in smoke 
We’re not in a movie, a book or TV, not a bat phone or signal in sight 
But a bonded group of heroes we have, on the fire front they fight. 
No super speed, no flash costume, no cape attached on their back. 
Just kilograms of equipment, a truck and a will that knows no slack. 
It’s yellow suits and helmets, it’s dragging a heavy hose. 
It’s facing a wall of fire, guessing which way the wind might blow. 
They have a heart that pumps for this country, a strength that’s rarely seen. 
… 
They won’t be home for Christmas, They won’t get the family feed. 
No break, no rest, no knock-off time, They won’t leave til they succeed. 
They will fight to save OUR Christmas, Our homes, our lives our land. 
While losing their own properties, they continue to take a stand 
These heroes that I mention, the ones that fight for us, 
They’re our NSW Fire and Rescue and the volunteer RFS. 
So this Christmas please remember, While we are in celebration. 
To maybe pop in and say thank you, to the heroes at your local fire station. 

That poem was written by two 11-year-old girls, Hailee and Casey, from Riverwood in Sydney. They posted that 
up before Christmas as a lovely tribute, I think, to the firefighters and volunteers in New South Wales. 
As we know, Australia has always had fires, cyclones and floods, but I do not think anyone watching from the 
sidelines this summer can honestly think to themselves that this was business as usual, or that this was a normal 
episode in our seasonal cycle. Like my colleagues in this place who have already spoken, I offer my condolences 
to those families who had loved ones who perished, my sympathies to those who lost homes and possessions, 
and my high praise for the tireless efforts of professional and volunteer firefighters and relief workers. They are 
the true heroes. 
This is the fire season and it has not finished yet, but I think it will leave an indelible mark on our politics, as it 
has physically on our continent. The impact on our native flora and fauna, which has been mentioned by previous 
speakers, is monumental. The flowering gums that native and introduced honey bees rely on in late summer have 
been reduced to burnt out stumps, if not completely vaporised. Conservative estimates had the loss of fauna at 
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around 500 million, but we now know that it is much closer to a billion. Our iconic Australian totems, the lyrebird 
and the platypus, have been pushed further out of their natural landscapes, which may lead to them eventually 
becoming extinct in our lifetime. The heat and the firestorm that ravaged so much of the east coast of Australia is 
a stark remainder of the brutal consequences for people at the front lines of these extreme weather conditions. 
Ultimately, the primary and overwhelming cause of these bushfires is human-induced climate change, and I think 
the gulf between community expectations and political will has never been greater. 
The response to these fires cannot be a simple nod of the head for carte blanche controlled burning and back-burning. 
They have their place—absolutely—but they are not going to be the sole answer. Although these regimes have 
their place, it has already been noted that no amount of controlled burning would have prevented the devastating 
bushfires that we saw over the Christmas and New Year period. Of course, it has also been noted that climate change 
has already radically reduced the applicable time to be able to do the controlled burning. We need to take lessons 
from the past to be able to protect our future, and combine modern firefighting science with Indigenous fire 
management practices that have been developed from the ground up for millennia. 
On this note, I would also like to acknowledge and welcome the announcement by the McGowan government of 
the $18 million Bushfire Centre of Excellence that is going to be built. I believe this is an Australian first. 
Politically, we should be providing climate solutions. I fear that we are not getting those solutions at a federal level. 
I ask that our federal government take this issue seriously, because we cannot wait another five, 10 or 50 years to 
act on climate change. I do not state that I simply believe in climate change; I acknowledge its factual existence—
there is science behind this—and I urge our government to take action. 
I would like to use my remaining time to touch on some words by Mr David Wallace-Wells, who wrote 
The Uninhabitable Earth. He sums up the need for individual conviction and political action — 

If the world’s most conspicuous emitters, the top 10 percent, reduced their emissions to only the E.U. average, 
total global emissions would fall by 35 percent. We won’t get there through the dietary choices of 
individuals, but through policy changes. In an age of personal politics, hypocrisy can look like a cardinal 
sin; but it can also articulate a public aspiration. Eating organic is nice, in other words, but if your goal is 
to save the climate your vote is much more important. Politics is a moral multiplier. And a perception of 
worldly sickness uncomplemented by political commitment gives us only “wellness”. 

I again want to thank the members who brought these motions to the house this morning, Hon Pierre Yang and 
Hon Colin de Grussa. It is most fitting that in the first week back in Parliament we acknowledge our firefighters, 
volunteers and emergency services personnel for the selfless efforts that they contribute to not only this state but 
also our nation. 
HON LAURIE GRAHAM (Agricultural) [12.06 pm]: I would like to start off by thanking Hon Pierre Yang for 
bringing this motion to the house today, and Hon Colin de Grussa for the earlier motion. They are both very good 
motions, and it is a shame in some ways that we could not have stayed with the straight motions as they were and 
thank people and do what I see is the right thing. However, I do understand that people have their points of view, 
and when other issues get brought into the debate, obviously, it will vary. 
I would like to add some particular thanks to self-employed volunteers. I know that Hon Martin Aldridge highlighted 
them earlier. Those people give away considerable earnings every day to go out and fight fires. In our small towns 
today, they are the people who are easiest to contact and closest to the stations generally, so they go out and fight 
the fires voluntarily, and we do not give them very much consideration. I would like to think that in the future we 
can give them some more consideration, particularly when we think about tendering and other things. I am not 
saying that those people should get an advantage in tendering, but they should get a fair opportunity to tender for 
all the government works they can, in recognition of their contribution to volunteering. 

That is not to say that the employers do not need to be thanked. Obviously, employers make a fantastic contribution, 
particularly when they let their employees go, sometimes with paid annual leave, sometimes just with leave. The 
employers pay for them and make a contribution in that way. I do not think employers’ contributions are generally 
as acknowledged as they should be. I thank those employers from the bottom of my heart for releasing those 
people, because otherwise we would be in a much worse state today. 

Councils are seen as having a responsibility for firefighting. I do not think the average person realises that it is 
really not their role; it is something that they have taken on, on behalf of their communities. I know that there has 
been talk from time to time of councils giving up this role that they see as too onerous. It will be a shame if that 
ever occurs. I would like to thank them because they make a fantastic contribution to firefighting in this state, with 
the number of employees they free up on a daily basis. There is no talk about coming to anyone and asking for any 
compensation for that. They make a very significant impact on the ability to fight the fires quickly by releasing 
those people.  
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The other group of people I would like to thank and acknowledge are the families. Obviously the families who are 
left behind when firefighters go to a local fire make a significant contribution. However, the big contribution is 
when firefighters go to the eastern states, and overseas at times on exchange. That has a tremendous impact on 
families. I cannot imagine the impact that would have if members of my family contributed in that way. 

The climate is changing and we need to acknowledge and support volunteers appropriately by ensuring that we equip 
them to fight the fires as best as they can in the future. We could debate this issue forever and a day: the environment 
is changing. Obviously the air seems much drier; something seems to be happening. I have not seen fires like 
that. We could argue that social media now has the capacity to broadcast them; however, I believe that those 
changes are happening and they need to be addressed and appropriate equipment needs to be provided to people 
so that they can safely fight the fires. Today, the Department of Fire and Emergency Services supports about 
26 000 volunteers. I believe it will increase by a couple as a result of the contributions this morning, as a couple 
of members will add themselves to the list. That is something that I have never personally done, and which I regret 
a little. I was in Waggrakine in Geraldton and occasionally we would turn up to the local bush fire brigade if there 
was a problem, but I would not call myself a firefighter; I mainly looked on. It was Dad’s Army in those days; they 
were all older people. The volunteers in that brigade today are all very different and I will talk a little about that 
group later. 

Rural and pastoral areas obviously rely heavily on bush fire brigades. For instance, at Walkaway, generally the unit 
does not get out of the station before the fire is out. The unit is in town. The farmers jump in their vehicles, which 
are all equipped today to fight fires. Their first task is to put out the fire, not to see where the fire truck is. Someone 
from town will bring out the truck. Those sorts of services that are provided by farmers and their staff also should 
be acknowledged, because they put out not only their own fires, but also they travel tremendous distances to put 
out fires in neighbouring shires and districts. Over 19 500 volunteers protect WA from bushfires through fire 
prevention and risk management, fire suppression and fire safety education. A lot more people than just the 
volunteers are involved. They are doing multiple jobs. The volunteers operate through 566 bush fire brigades, 
which are administered and trained by respective local governments. I gave some support to local government in 
my earlier contribution. They are trained to operate equipment and vehicles and appliances used under fire 
suppression operations, but a lot of additional training is provided to them. Those people are well equipped today. 
They also get training in fire suppression methods, driving vehicles on and off roads, communications, first aid 
and leadership and management—to mention but a few. Not all volunteers have to be out actively fighting fires. 
A group of DFES volunteers who have finished their firefighter days in the field now visit schools, service groups 
and households to deliver messages about safety around fires. In Perth’s urban bushland fringe, some brigades 
have both bush fire brigades and volunteers, which is very different from the situation previously. Hon Darren West 
commented earlier that there is now a softening of the position between vollies and permanent firefighters. That is 
great to see. As I talk to people and visit the brigades around Geraldton, I notice that there is an acceptance of their 
role and they all recognise that they rely on one another to be safe in bushfire emergencies. 

Over 2 300 volunteer fire and rescue service members from 94 brigades in Western Australia provide firefighting 
and fire prevention services throughout the state. They provide training that is appropriate for those members. 
In recent days, there have been fires at Hyden, Forrestania, Holt Rock and Varley in the shires of Kulin, Kondinin, 
Lake Grace, Narembeen and Yilgarn. On 10 February, the DFES website reported that fires had burnt out 
85 000 hectares of land near the Lake King, Lake Camm, Varley and Lake Tay mine sites. In the Shire of Lake Grace, 
over 179 000 hectares was burnt out, which is a tremendous area of the state burnt, and in a very short time. In 
Norseman, some 550 000 hectares was burnt. This year is shaping up to be the worst bushfire season nationally, 
and there is plenty of risk in Western Australia. The Waggrakine and Cape Burney brigades near Geraldton have 
had very successful recruitments as a result of the bushfires. No doubt the fires brought the need to people’s 
attention—they became volunteers and there is very much to be gained from volunteering. 

In conclusion, I thank members for bringing this motion to the house and I trust that we can cooperate like this in 
the future so that we see the best results for our volunteers. 

HON KYLE McGINN (Mining and Pastoral) [12.17 pm]: I, too, echo the comments that have been made in the 
two debates this morning and thank both honourable members for bringing such important motions to the house 
to be debated. It has been humbling hearing the figures and listening to the stories about the damage that has 
occurred across Australia. I am sure that during the Christmas period everyone saw something on television or 
Facebook or heard it on radio—something new and disastrous and it was only getting bigger. During that time 
families had loved ones on the front line. People were expecting to have a big year, or to have holidays or go into 
Christmas with their families. They put all that aside to be true Australian heroes. They went out to fight fires at 
the fire fronts across Australia. It was disastrous in Norseman in my electorate where the Eyre Highway was closed 
for 12 days. Massive fires tore through that area. Volunteers put in a major effort across that region, working 
together with professional firefighters. 
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I want to thank all the volunteers who put up their hand, from firefighters right down the line to the Salvation Army 
workers. People cooked food and dropped it off to people who were staying in tents. They understood that closing 
the Eyre Highway created a bottleneck of people on this side of the border, and the other side of the border, who 
were travelling home during the holiday period. Many people got around to those families and others who were 
travelling to ensure they had sufficient food and were looked after. A lot of people went on their holiday thinking 
that they would be home two weeks earlier than they were. There were situations in which people were running 
out of money and a lot of things happened. A community dinner was put on at Hammond Park and people brought 
down food, which was really good to see. 

It is amazing how Australians put to one side their problems to help out the nation. That is how it seemed to me. My 
soon to be brother-in-law, I think—my sister’s partner—is a firefighter in the south east. He has a three-month-old 
baby but for three weeks he fought fires in the south east and was then flown to New South Wales for two weeks. 
He had not had a day off in five to six weeks. He put that aside and just knuckled down. My sister was at home 
looking after the newborn by herself. These are stories, no doubt, that can be found right across the range of 
volunteers and professional firefighters, which I am sure would be very heartening to hear. 

The sale of fire trucks to mining companies has been mentioned. I just want to say that mining companies’ 
emergency response teams are a major resource in this space. The level of training the companies provide their 
emergency response teams is second to none. They hold their own games each year here in Perth on the big strip 
of grass down there—I am not sure whether it is called the Esplanade. They are trained very highly to ensure that 
they can do these things. A lot of emergency response teams fight fires at their mine sites, but when they come 
home, they join their local volunteer firefighting brigades. They already have the training and the skills that they 
can bring to the local fire units, which I think is a key part of why we are so prepared. Mining companies contribute 
in that space and help out when asked. 

I know there are some other speakers, but I want to quickly touch on something else. I have noticed that at every 
event I go to in the Mining and Pastoral Region, from the whale shark festival in Exmouth to FeNaClNG and the 
spring festival, the volunteer firefighters are trying to sign up volunteers. They are not only out there fighting fires, 
but also trying to get more firefighters involved. They constantly go to events and try to drum up more volunteers. 
They do the work to get their own brigades up to scratch and where they need them. That needs to be praised and 
they make a lot of effort in that space. 

I know that there is another speaker, but I want to thank the honourable members for bringing these motions to the 
house. I have massive gratitude to all the volunteers, particularly in the Norseman area. Also, the local shires in 
Norseman, Coolgardie and Kalgoorlie did an amazing job of keeping in contact with the department and notifying 
the community of what was going on. I thank them all very much. 

HON MATTHEW SWINBOURN (East Metropolitan) [12.21 pm]: In the short time I have, I will quickly cover 
the parts I think are most important. I would like to acknowledge both Hon Pierre Yang and Hon Colin de Grussa for 
bringing on their complementary motions today. I think that is a good example of where they both are on this issue. 
From the outset, I extend my appreciation and admiration to Western Australia’s career and volunteer firefighters and 
emergency personnel who have given up their time and placed themselves in harm’s way to protect our communities. 
This has truly been a black summer—in fact, on the east coast it really started as a black spring. Since early spring we 
have seen fires affect every state and territory. Unfortunately, there has been loss of life. I extend my condolences to 
the families of those who have died. If there is any comfort in their loss, and I doubt very much that there is any comfort, 
it is that they died protecting the communities that they loved. I thank them and their families for their sacrifice. 

I also note the loss of life amongst our wildlife. An estimated one billion animals died in these fires. It is almost 
impossible to fathom the depth of that loss and its ongoing impact. Others have pointed out that for some species, 
it will continue their path towards extinction. That makes me very sad. I would like to thank the wildlife carers 
who have stepped up and taken the time to help animals that have survived and been impacted. Those carers play 
a wonderful and a self-sacrificing role in protecting those animals that are most vulnerable. 

I would like to make specific reference to the fires that have affected my electorate of East Metropolitan Region. 
Of all the metropolitan regions it is the most fire susceptible. It includes big parts of the Perth hills, where the 
flame zones are incredibly high. There have been a number of fires in the south east of that area, including fires in 
Oakford and Forrestdale in early December, a fire near Roleystone Community College, and another fire close to 
Byford in the lead-up to Christmas. On 9 January, a fire threatened lives and homes in the western parts of Mardella 
and northern parts of Hopeland. On 20 January, a bushfire watch and act alert was issued for an area of Cardup. 
On 29 January, another fire threatened the western parts of Mardella and the northern parts of Hopeland. Fortunately, 
those fires did not result in loss of lives or homes. Rather, they highlighted the need to remain constantly vigilant 
in that part of the world. The fact that we have had no loss of life or of homes is, essentially, due to the great efforts 
of our career and volunteer firefighters. 
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In the short time I have remaining I would like to call out to my volunteer fire brigades in the City of Armadale 
and the Shire of Serpentine–Jarrahdale. They are the Bedfordale Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade, the Byford Volunteer 
Bush Fire Brigade, the Jarrahdale Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade, the Keysbrook Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade, the 
Mundijong Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade, the Oakford Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade, the Roleystone Volunteer Bush 
Fire Brigade and the Serpentine Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade. As members can imagine from the number of bush 
fire brigades I have mentioned in that area, there is a lot of risk involved in living in that part of the metropolitan 
region. These brigades do an incredible job in the event of a fire and that is why we must all hold up our end of 
the bargain by making sure that we have a fire plan in place so that when fire affects us, we act as expeditiously 
and appropriately as we can to reduce the load on our volunteer bush fire brigades. That is my short contribution. 

Motion lapsed, pursuant to standing orders. 
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